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In 2015, eighty native lizards 
were moved to Ngā Manu 
Nature Reserve because 
their homes were in 
the path of the new 
Transmission Gully 
motorway. The lizards 
stayed at Ngā Manu until 
new homes were made for 
them near the motorway.

Capturing the lizards
Before they started building the motorway, workers surveyed 

the area. They wanted to find out what types of native flora and 

fauna lived there. They discovered that no native birds or bats 

were in danger from the motorway. But they did find that some 

native fish and lizards were threatened. 

Workers captured the native fish and moved them to nearby 

streams. Then the native lizards were also collected from their 

natural habitat and taken to Ngā Manu. 

Saving the Lizards
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Kaumātua from local iwi Ngāti Toa and Te Āti Awa ki 

Whakarongotai blessed the lizards’ new home at Ngā Manu. 

The kaumātua are kaitiaki of the native lizards. They also 

blessed the lizards and their new rocky homes when they were 

taken there in 2018. 

Ngā Manu 

Ngā Manu Nature Reserve is on 14 hectares of land near 
Waikanae. The staff at the reserve take care of native forests and 
native birds and reptiles, including lizards. Many people visit Ngā 
Manu, including school students.
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Many native trees and shrubs were planted.

Protecting the environment

“When we build new roads, we have to follow strict rules to 
protect the environment,” says Reuben Mills, who worked on the 
motorway project. It was important that the environment was 
left in better condition when the motorway was finished.

During the project, workers planted native trees and shrubs. 
They protected nearby streams and set traps to catch pests.

Feeling at home
Most of the native lizards taken to Ngā Manu were skinks.  

There were only eight geckos. Before the lizards arrived, staff 

built cages to protect them from predators like rats and mice. 

They put ferns, branches, sticks, and bark in each cage to make 

the lizards feel at home.

The native lizards were captured in groups from different 

areas in the hills. They stayed in these groups in the cages at  

Ngā Manu. Because they knew each other, they were more likely 

to get along. 

“Our job was to take care of the lizards and keep them 

healthy,” says Dave Banks from Ngā Manu. The lizards were fed 

insects, moths, and maggots. 
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Skinks and geckos

Skinks and geckos are both native lizards, but they are  
very different. 

Skink Gecko

Scales has hard, shiny 
scales

has soft scales

Eyes can blink can’t blink

Sheds its skin  
(as it grows)

skin comes off 
in several pieces

skin comes off in 
one piece

Habitat mostly lives on 
the ground

mostly lives in 
trees and bush

When in danger dashes away likes to stay still 

Skink

Gecko

Measuring the lizards
The lizards were measured and weighed when they arrived at  

Ngā Manu. Their average length was between 8 and 11 centimetres. 

They were measured and weighed again before they were 

returned to their habitat. Each skink was given a tag so scientists 

could identify them when they checked up on their health. 

Designing new homes
Ox Lennon, a student from 

Victoria University, designed 

rock piles for the lizards to live in 

when they returned to the hills. 

The rock piles protect them from 

predators. The gaps between 

the rocks are big enough for the 

lizards to slip through but are too 

small for rats and mice to get in.  

The lizards’ measurements 
were useful when Ox was 
designing the rock piles.
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Glossary
flora and fauna: plants  

and animals 
habitat: a place where  

an animal is suited to live 
kaitiaki: someone who  

protects the environment
kaumātua: elders
surveyed: examined and 

recorded the features of  
an area

More lizard projects

Since the first group of native lizards were released in 2018,  

the staff at Ngā Manu have collected and taken care of two more 

groups. The third group is still at the nature reserve. “We’ve 

learnt a lot from the first project,” says Dave Banks. “We moved 

the cages to a sunnier place, and the lizards are thriving.” 

Scientists have visited the rock piles many times. They 

discovered that other native lizards had also moved in  

and made themselves at home.

Everyone at Ngā Manu is pleased to have cages that are 

pestproof so they can continue to look after other  

reptiles when they need a safe home.

36



Saving the Lizards
by Iona McNaughton

The text is copyright © Crown 2022.

The following images are copyright © Crown 2022: 
30–31 (lizard silhouettes), 30 (map design elements), and 35 (ruler) by Jodi Wicksteed 
31–33 by Mark Coote

The images on pages 35 and 36 are copyright © Ox Lennon and are used with permission.

The images on the following pages are used under a Creative Commons licence (CC BY 4.0): 
30 (map) by Toitū Te Whenua Land Information New Zealand from bit.ly/3TdFxHU (cropped 
and design elements added); 34 (gecko) by Possums’ End/iNaturalist NZ from bit.ly/3Aswo5Q 
(cropped); 34 (skink) by wild_wind/iNaturalist NZ from bit.ly/3cnsy5F (cropped)

For copyright information about how you can use this material go to:  
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2022 by the Ministry of Education 
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand. 
www.education.govt.nz

All rights reserved. 
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978 1 77690 810 3 (online) 
ISSN 2624 3636 (online)

Publishing services: Lift Education E Tū 
Series Editor: Sarah Wilson 
Designer: Jodi Wicksteed 
Literacy Consultant: Melanie Winthrop 
Consulting Editors: Ariana Tikao and Emeli Sione

Curriculum learning areas English 
Science 
Technology

Reading year level Year 3

Keywords environment, geckos, habitats, kaitiaki, kaitiakitanga, 
kaumātua, lizards, Ngā Manu Nature Reserve, 
Ngāti Toa, skinks, Te Āti Awa ki Whakarongotai, 
Transmission Gully, Waikanae

SCHOOL JOURNAL LEVEL 2 NOVEMBER 2022



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: after last page
     Number of pages: 1
     Page size: same as page 1
      

        
     D:20221108083121
      

        
     Blanks
     1
     1
     1
     1
     4
     /Users/wake005/Work/MOE/Matariki Rising/TAB 2/06. Long White Cloud/3 Activity Cards Done/Back.pdf
     1016
     1071
     AllDoc
     0
     1
     qi4alphabase[QI 4.0/QHI 4.0 alpha]
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsPage
     AtEnd
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus4
     Quite Imposing Plus 4.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 4
     1
      

        
     7
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Nup
        
     Create a new document
     Trim unused space from sheets: yes
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 45.000 x 45.000 inches / 1143.0 x 1143.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: best fit
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 2 across
     Align: top left
      

        
     D:20221108083123
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0000
     20.0000
     0
     Corners
     0.3000
     ToFit
     2
     1
     0.7000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     1
            
       D:20220628083402
       3240.0000
       Acrobat 3.0 Maximum
       Blank
       3240.0000
          

     Best
     1057
     1193
     0.0000
     TL
     0
            
      
       PDDoc
          

     0.0000
     1
     2
     0
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus4
     Quite Imposing Plus 4.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 4
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





