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Isabella bounced her tennis ball 
across the playground.

One 
bounce,

 two 
bounce,

 three 
bounce ...

      

She counted the bounces as she walked.

3

Thunk!  The ball stopped bouncing.
It went down a hole.
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Isabella reached into the hole.
She could squeeze her hand in,
but she couldn’t grab the ball.
It was too far down.

5

She found a stick and tried to get the ball up,       
but that didn’t work either.
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She asked one of the big kids, 
“Hey, Holly, can you get my ball for me, please?”
Holly tried, but her hand was too big.

7

Holly called out to Tāne.
“Tāne, how can I get this ball out?”

Tāne looked down the hole.
“You can’t,” he said.  “I lost one down there once.
It had to stay there.”
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Ms Goldie was walking over to the staffroom.

“Ms Goldie,” called Isabella.  
“Can you please get my ball?”

9

Ms Goldie got down on her knees.
She tried to fit her hand down the hole.
She tried to get the ball out with the stick.
“I’m sorry,” said Ms Goldie.  “It’s really stuck.”



10

Isabella asked Mr Campbell, the caretaker.
He took one look.  “Sorry!” he said.
“Once they’re down there, they stay there. 
You can’t get them out.”

11

Isabella looked down the hole.
She felt very cross, but she needed to think.
Soon she had an idea.
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She ran to Mr Campbell’s workshop.
“Can I borrow a bucket?” she asked.

“Sure,” said Mr Campbell.

13

Isabella filled the bucket with water.
She carried it carefully to the hole 
and tipped the water in.



14

Up floated the ball.

15

“Gotcha!” yelled Isabella.



16

One 
bounce,

 two 
bounce,

 three 
bounce ...



The teacher support material (TSM) and audio 
for Ready to Read texts can be found online at 
www.readytoread.tki.org.nz

To go directly to audio and TSM for this book, 
scan the QR code or use the short URL.

Stuck! 

bit.ly/2FzP49o
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