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Mum left Samoa in 1952.
To‘ono drove her to the harbour in a jeep

abandoned by American marines.

| have a sepia photo of that day -
everything’s the colour of spilled coffee,
though Mum had black hair and green eyes.

She was nineteen, so excited.
She wore a white Palagi frock, leis around her neck.
Her mother cried when the Matua tipped over the horizon.

Her father refused to wave goodbye -
incarcerated for ten years in Aotearoa
before he had a single grey hair.

The first time on Motuihe Island,
the second on Matiu
because his father was German.

Mum arrived in Auckland on a hazy autumn morning
with a letter of introduction from the family priest,

an empty stomach, wobbly legs.

At the police station, she gave her thumbprint
and was issued with an identification booklet,

to be carried at all times.

There are strict rules about what you can and cannot do, the officer says.
According to New Zealand law, you are an alien.
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Mum left Samoa in 1952.
To'ono drove her to the harbour in ajeep.
abandoned by American marines,

Ihave a sepia photo of that day -
everything the colour of spilled coffee,
though Mum had black hair and green eyes.

She was nineteen, so excited.
She wore a white palagi frock, leis around her neck.
Her mother cried when the Matua tipped over the horizon.

Her father refused to wave goodbye -
incarcerated for ten yearsin Aotearoa
before he had a single grey hair.

The first time on Motuihe Island,
the second on Somes.
His father, a German architect.

She arrived in Auckland on a hazy autumn morning
with a letter of introduction from the family priest,
an empty stomach, wobbly legs.

At the police station, she gave her thumbprint
and was issued with an identification booklet,
tobe carried at all times.

ict rules about what do, the officer says.
According to New Zealand law, you are an alien.

Serie Barford

2

SCHOOL JOURNAL LEVEL 3 MAY 2017

Curriculum learning areas

English
Health and Physical Education

Reading year level

Year 6

Keywords

AAA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
TE TAHUHU O TE MATAURANGA

change, difference, ethnic diversity,

family, First World War, German ancestry,
heritage, identity, immigration, individuality,
internment, New Zealand history, poetry,
race, relationships, respect, Samoa,

Second World War, World War 1, World War 2

New Zealand Government




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Nup
        
     Create a new document
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 13.386 x 9.134 inches / 340.0 x 232.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 2 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0001
     20.0001
     0
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     0
     0
     2
     1
     0.7000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     1
            
       D:20170505102651
       657.6378
       170x232 no trim spreads
       Blank
       963.7795
          

     Wide
     1000
     439
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
      
       PDDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





