
I know a lot about spiders. 
You could say I’m a spider expert.
I think they are amazing creatures, 
and I travel all over the world 
looking for them. I write about 
spiders (and about insects as well), 
and I take photographs of them.  

Spiders and insects are mostly 
very small, but with my photos I 
can make them look much bigger, 
as you will see in this article.

The Jungle 
in My Garden 

                            by Dr Simon Pollard

Do you know that spiders and insects 
are not the same?

There are two easy ways to tell them apart. 

1.  A spider has eight legs, and an insect 

has six legs. 

2.  A spider’s body has two parts, and an 

insect’s body has three parts.
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Some spiders and insects live in jungles. 
A jungle is an exciting place. When you imagine 
what a jungle is like, you might picture creatures 
like monkeys and tigers and other wild animals, 
but I’m more interested in the spiders and insects. 
To me, my garden is just as exciting as a jungle. 

In any garden, there are thousands of insects 
and spiders, but they’re usually hard to see unless 
you look carefully. There is something special 
about each one, and just like wild creatures in the 
jungle, they all have to eat to live.  

Let me tell you about some of the spiders and 
insects in my garden …
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Aphids 

Aphids are insects that live on 
leafy plants, such as roses, fruit 
trees, and vegetables. An aphid 
has a mouth that looks like a 
straw, and it uses it to suck 
the sap from new leaves. This 
harms the plants and can even 
kill them. We think of insects 
such as aphids as pests because 
they eat plants that we like. 

 An aphid – actual size

  Aphids
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Ladybirds 

Fortunately for us, some insects, such as ladybirds, 
like to eat aphids. A ladybird is a non-stop eating 
machine. It can eat up to fifty aphids in an hour. 

Ladybirds eat aphids, but what eats ladybirds? 
Ladybirds are easy to see because they are brightly 
coloured. You might think that birds would eat them. 
But ladybirds taste bad to birds, so when a bird sees 
a ladybird, it leaves it alone. Ladybirds are safe from 
birds, but they are not safe from spiders …

A ladybird eating an aphid
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Spiders 
Spiders eat insects – crawling insects, scuttling 
insects, and even flying insects. But spiders can’t 
fly, so how can they catch flying insects? 

Some spiders catch insects in webs

A lot of spiders build webs to 
catch insects. These webs catch 
flying insects as well. 
To make a web, a spider spins 
silk out of its spinnerets. 
The orb web spider builds a 
web that looks like the spokes 
of a bicycle wheel. At night, 
the spider sits in the middle 
of its web, but during the day, 
it hides so that birds and 
wasps can’t see it (and eat it).
The spider keeps a line of silk 
from the web attached to its body. When an 
insect flies or walks into the web, it gets trapped 
in the sticky silk. As the insect moves, it shakes 
the web. This shaking tells the spider that dinner 
has arrived! 

Orb web spider
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Some spiders grab their prey 

Not all spiders make webs. The crab spider uses 
camouflage to make itself hard to see. It is the same 
colour as the green leaves it sits on. It has two long 
pairs of front legs, and it stays very still with these 
front legs stretched out, looking as if it’s ready for 
a big hug. When an insect lands nearby, the crab 
spider does give the insect a “hug” – but it doesn’t 
let go again until it has finished eating the insect!

Imagine what would happen if 
you tied a long piece of string 
to your finger and attached the 
other end to a trampoline. 
When somebody bounced on 
the trampoline, the string would 
pull your finger. The silk line 
works the same way. When an 
insect gets trapped in the web and 
makes the web bounce, the line 
tugs on the spider.

ect a hug” – but it doesn’t 
til it has finished eating the insect!

An insect caught 
in a web

Crab spider
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The king of the jungle
The lion is known as “the king of the jungle”. There 
are no lions in my jungle garden, so what creature 
is the “king”? Like the crab spider, this creature uses 
camouflage by matching the colour of the leaves it 
sits on. It also stays very still and waits for dinner 
to arrive. It has long front legs that it uses to grab 
anything that comes too close. But this insect is a lot 
bigger than a crab spider … it’s the praying mantis. 
It eats spiders, aphids, ladybirds, and many other 
insects – even bees and wasps.

Praying mantis
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Next time you are in a garden, 
look carefully and you will see 
tiny creatures all around you. 
Many only come out when it’s 
dark. You could use a torch and 
look for them in your garden at 
night. Have a close look and see 
what you can find. 

Can you name the creatures in 
these photos? Go to the inside 
back cover to check your answers.

c

a

b

Look, but don’t touch! 
If you find any spiders or insects, don’t touch them.
They are very small, so you could hurt them or even kill 
them if you do. Also, some insects or spiders might bite 
you or sting you. So look, but don’t touch!

23



The Jungle in My Garden
by Dr Simon Pollard

Text copyright © Crown 2016

Illustrations on pages 16–17, 19–21, 23 (leaf graphic) and 18 (aphid silhouette)  
by Liz Tui Morris copyright © Crown 2016
The spider/insect diagram (page 16) by Elspeth Alix Batt copyright © Crown 2016

Photographs copyright © Simon Pollard

For copyright information about how you can use this material, go to:  
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2016 by the Ministry of Education
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz
All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978 0 478 16483 1 (online)

Publishing Services: Lift Education E Tū
Editor: David Chadwick
Designer: Liz Tui Morris
Literacy Consultant: Kay Hancock
Consulting Editors: Hōne Apanui and Emeli Sione 

Curriculum learning areas English
Science

Reading year level Year 3 

Keywords gardens, insects, photography, spiders, webs

JUNIOR JOURNAL 52

I know a lot about spiders. 
You could say I’m a spider expert.
I think they are amazing creatures, 
and I travel all over the world 
looking for them. I write about 
spiders (and about insects as well), 
and I take photographs of them.  

Spiders and insects are mostly 
very small, but with my photos I 
can make them look much bigger, 
as you will see in this article.

The Jungle 
in My Garden 

                            by Dr Simon Pollard

Do you know that spiders and insects 
are not the same?

There are two easy ways to tell them apart. 

1.  A spider has eight legs, and an insect 

has six legs. 

2.  A spider’s body has two parts, and an 

insect’s body has three parts.
16



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Nup
        
     Create a new document
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 11.693 x 8.268 inches / 297.0 x 210.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 2 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0000
     20.0000
     0
     Corners
     0.3000
     ToFit
     0
     0
     2
     1
     0.7000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     1
            
       D:20160329104841
       595.2756
       Blank
       841.8898
          

     Wide
     1029
     486
    
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0f
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





