
Helpful
by Feana Tu‘akoi 

“Time to get into the garden,” said Grandad, hauling 

himself out of his seat. “Who will help me with the veges?”

Vika and Kele groaned. They liked eating Grandad’s 

veges, but they hated gardening. It was hard work.  

They got hot and sweaty, and their backs hurt because 

they had to bend over to pull out the weeds. The spade 

and pitchfork gave them blisters. They got dirt under 

their fingernails and prickles in their hands. Grandad  

was fussy too, so it always took a long time … there were 

lots of other things they would rather be doing.
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“Come on, you two,” laughed Dad. “The ‘umu is 

tomorrow. If you don’t garden, you don’t eat!”

Kele sighed and went to get his shoes.

As soon as Kele left the room, Vika sighed, too. 

“Oh, Grandad,” she said. “I’d love to help you –  

really I would, but I promised to help Rishi with 

his maths homework.” She ignored Dad’s surprised 

look and sighed again. “I suppose I could help you, 

instead,” she said. “Rishi might be able to figure it 

out on his own …”

Dad raised an eyebrow, but Grandad smiled at her. 

“You go and help your friend,” he said. “Kele can 

help me.”

“Thanks, Grandad,” said Vika, and she went to get 

her maths book.

“Such a helpful child!” said Grandad.

Dad shook his head.

When Kele came back with his 

shoes, Vika beamed at him. “I’m sorry, 

Kele. I won’t be helping you with the 

gardening after all,” she said.

Kele dumped his shoes on the floor. 

“What?” he said. “Why not?”

“She’s helping a friend instead,” said 

Grandad. “Come on, Kele. This will only 

take a couple of hours.” He put on his 

gardening hat and went outside.

Just then, the phone rang. Dad went 

to answer it.

Kele stomped outside. He sat on the 

steps and yanked on his shoes. 
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Next door, Matt was playing basketball.  

Kele loved basketball, even more than he hated 

gardening. He waved at Matt as he went to get a 

spade out of the shed.

“Hey, Kele!” called Matt. “Come and do some 

shots. You can teach me some moves.”

Kele shook his head. “Not today,” he said.  

“I have to help Grandad.”

“Have fun,” said Vika, smiling as she went 

past with her maths book. “Sorry I can’t help.”

“Oh, but you can!” said Dad. He came down  

the steps, grinning. “That was Rishi on the 

phone. They’ve got visitors, so you can’t go  

over today.  I told him you’d go tomorrow –  

after the ‘umu.”
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Vika’s mouth dropped open. She stared at Dad.

“I knew you wouldn’t mind,” said Dad. “After all, 

you love to help Grandad in the garden!”

Vika rolled her eyes. Then she laughed.  

“Fair enough,” she said. She put her book on the 

steps. “Come on, Kele. It won’t take long if we  

both help Grandad.”

Dad gave Kele a nudge. “What did Matt want?”  

he asked. “I heard him say something about  

wanting help.”

 “He wanted me to help with his basketball 

moves,” Kele said.
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Vika shook her head, but Grandad was nodding. 

“Off you go, Kele. It’s always good to help your 

friends. We’ll be fine here, won’t we, Vika?”

Vika didn’t say anything.

“Thanks, Grandad,” said Kele. “Have fun, Vika!” 

He rushed straight to the gate before Grandad 

could change his mind.

Dad laughed and patted Vika on the back. 

“Such helpful children!” he said.

illustrations by Fraser Williamson

32



Helpful
by Feana Tu‘akoi
illustrations by Fraser Williamson

Text and illustrations copyright © Crown 2015

For copyright information about how you can use this material,  
go to: http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2015 by the Ministry of Education
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz
All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978-0-478-44648-7 (online)

Publishing services Lift Education E tū
Series Editor: David Chadwick
Designer: Liz Tui Morris
Literacy Consultant: Kay Hancock
Consulting Editors: Hōne Apanui and Emeli Sione 

Curriculum learning area English 

Reading year level Year 3 

Keywords family, responsibility, gardening, helping, 
trickery, humour 

Helpful
by Feana Tu‘akoi 

“Time to get into the garden,” said Grandad, hauling 

himself out of his seat. “Who will help me with the veges?”

Vika and Kele groaned. They liked eating Grandad’s 

veges, but they hated gardening. It was hard work. 

They got hot and sweaty, and their backs hurt because 

they had to bend over to pull out the weeds. The spade 

and pitchfork gave them blisters. They got dirt under 

their fingernails and prickles in their hands. Grandad 

was fussy too, so it always took a long time … there were 

lots of other things they would rather be doing.

27

JUNIOR JOURNAL 50



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: before first page
     Number of pages: 1
     Page size: same as page 1
      

        
     Blanks
     Always
     1
     1
     4
     1450
     435
     qi3alphabase[QI 3.0/QHI 3.0 alpha]
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsPage
     AtStart
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: after last page
     Number of pages: 1
     Page size: same as page 1
      

        
     Blanks
     Always
     1
     1
     4
     1450
     435
     qi3alphabase[QI 3.0/QHI 3.0 alpha]
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsPage
     AtEnd
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Nup
        
     Create a new document
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 8.268 x 11.693 inches / 210.0 x 297.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 2 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0001
     20.0001
     0
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     0
     0
     2
     1
     0.7000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     1
            
       D:20150327082026
       841.8898
       a4
       Blank
       595.2756
          

     Wide
     1000
     439
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
      
       PDDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





