
The forest is a great green whare.
The tūī sings within its walls.
His waiata can be heard afar,
the trickiest of calls.

Head upturned, throat bobbing,
he opens up his beak.
Out pours his clever sounds,
craaack-craw, click, creak, tweet, tweet.  

Whakarongo to this manu,
the master of mimicry.
Was that a bell, cellphone, or bird
high in the pūriri tree?

                 Kelly Joseph

10



Tūī
by Kelly Joseph

Text copyright © Crown 2014
Photographs on page 10 (pūriri) by Kahuroa (public domain) and (tūī head)  
copyright © Auckland Photo News/Flickr, Creative Commons (CC BY 2.0)

For copyright information about how you can use this material, go to:  
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2014 by the Ministry of Education
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6011, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz
All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978 0 478 43995 3 (online)

Publishing services Lift Education E Tū
Series Editor: David Chadwick
Designer: Liz Tui Morris/Bolster Design
Literacy Consultant: Kay Hancock
Consulting Editors: Hōne Apanui and Emeli Sione

Curriculum learning area English (Reading) 
Level 2– Ideas: Show some understanding  
of ideas within, across, and beyond texts. 
Level 2 – Structure: Show some 
understanding of text features.

Reading year level Year 3

Keywords tūī, singing, noises, birds

The forest is a great green whare.
The tūī sings within its walls.
His waiata can be heard afar,
the trickiest of calls.

Head upturned, throat bobbing,
he opens up his beak.
Out pours his clever sounds,
craaack-craw, click, creak, tweet, tweet.  

Whakarongo to this manu,
the master of mimicry.
Was that a bell, cellphone, or bird
high in the pūriri tree?

                 Kelly Joseph

10

JUNIOR JOURNAL 49



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: after last page
     Number of pages: 1
     Page size: same as page 1
      

        
     Blanks
     Always
     1
     1
     7
     1006
     428
     qi3alphabase[QI 3.0/QHI 3.0 alpha]
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsPage
     AtEnd
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Nup
        
     Create a new document
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 8.268 x 11.693 inches / 210.0 x 297.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 2 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0001
     20.0001
     0
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     0
     0
     2
     1
     0.7000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     1
            
       D:20140912110634
       841.8898
       a4
       Blank
       595.2756
          

     Wide
     1000
     439
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
      
       PDDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





