Helpful Trees and Plants
There
e are many helpful trees and
plants in New Zealand. These are the
ones that
ttha Nan uses in “Rongoā Māori”.

Kawakawa
It’s easy to spot kawakawa. This small tree
has heart-shaped leaves that are often
covered with caterpillar holes. In summer,
it has orange, spikey flowers.

Pūriri
This tree grows about 20 metres tall. It has
bright red berries that are eaten mostly by
native birds like kererū, kōkako, and tūī.

Koromiko
The koromiko is a small shrub with tiny
flowers that grow in bunches. The flowers
smell sweet to attract butterflies and bees.

Harakeke
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Harakeke is also known as flax and has
many important uses. As well as being
a medicine, it is used for such things as
clothing, mats, kete, ropes, and nets.

2

LEVEL

Helpful Trees and Plants
There
e are many helpful trees and
plants in New Zealand. These are the
ones that
ttha Nan uses in “Rongoā Māori”.

Kawakawa

Helpful Trees and Plants

It’s easy to spot kawakawa. This small tree
has heart-shaped leaves that are often
covered with caterpillar holes. In summer,
it has orange, spikey flowers.

Pūriri
This tree grows about 20 metres tall. It has
bright red berries that are eaten mostly by
native birds like kererū, kōkako, and tūī.

Koromiko

Text and illustrations copyright © Crown 2014
Photographs:
• kawakawa is by Alan Liefting (public domain)
• pūriri is by Kahuroa (public domain)
• koromiko copyright © Avenue, Creative Commons (CC BY S-A 3.0)
• harakeke copyright © Forest & Kim Starr, Creative Commons (CC BY S-A 3.0)
• fern leaf background copyright © Olegivvit, Creative Commons (CC BY S-A 3.0)

The koromiko is a small shrub with tiny
flowers that grow in bunches. The flowers
smell sweet to attract butterflies and bees.

Harakeke

32

Harakeke is also known as flax and has
many important uses. As well as being
a medicine, it is used for such things as
clothing, mats, kete, ropes, and nets.

FIRST WORLD WAR
1914–1918

For copyright information about how you can use this material go to:
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use
Published 2014 by the Ministry of Education
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6011, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz
All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.
ISBN 978 0 478 43998 4 (online)
Publishing services Lift Education E tū
Series Editor: David Chadwick
Designer: Liz Tui Morris
Literacy Consultant: Kay Hancock
Consulting Editors: Emeli Sione and Hōne Apanui

JUNIOR JOURNAL 48

Curriculum learning area

English (Reading)
Level 2 — Ideas: Show some understanding of ideas within,
across, and beyond texts.
Social Studies
Level 2 — Understand how cultural practices reflect and
express people’s customs, traditions, and values.

Reading year level

Year 3

Keywords

rongoā Māori, sick, medicine, traditional, kawakawa,
koromiko, harakeke, pūriri

